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FORWARD
Dear reader,

The writing of any book, however simple that it may be, is the finalization of
not only years of hard work but also the crowing of great emotions
experienced by those who have the great fortune of having their works
assessed by other readers. I am hopeful that this publication will pass the test
of truth, the test of your objective judgment and opinion.

It is several years now that I have worked on writing articles, studies and
books on issues of national and regional security. Following this experience, I
felt for some time the need to write a full work in the field of geopolitics and
security for Southeastern Europe. I hope that the book you hold in your hand
may serve as a key to finding the explanation not only to what has happened
in the Balkans in the past but also to identifying the prognosis about the
future on the basis of multifaceted analyses and studies.

The book has made use of multiple sources and taken under consideration a
number of facts and developments that cast light on geopolitics and intrigues
in the Balkans, the role of the great powers and the international community
in these developments and the place occupied by the Albanian issue in these
developments.

The book will serve as a text for students of political sciences, international
relations and security studies. I am confident that the book will also serve as
an important piece of literature for any one interested in conducting studies
or wanting to learn more about development in the Balkan region.

This publication is divided in 17 chapters that cover specific subjects. Such a
structuring follows not only a logical line but will also be helpful to readers
and researchers. In its current form, the book is also suitable for university
audiences and for teaching.

A whole chapter is devoted to presenting the concepts and a historic
treatment of geopolitics, geo-strategy and security, the evolution of these
concepts and contemporary positions on these subjects. The book then
analyses conflicts in the Balkans, geopolitics and regional security up to the
end of the cold war. The third chapter looks the process of dissolution of
Yugoslavia, the creation of independent states and its impact on the regional
security environment and geopolitics. A special chapter is devoted to the 1997
crises in Albania, the internal and external factors that contributed to it and
the impact it had on our national and regional security.

The fifth, sixth and seventh chapter will acquaint readers with Albanian-
related geopolitical issues in the Balkans. Special consideration is given to the
Albanian national issue and national security policies to resolve it. The book
also analyses the issue of Kosova. It does this by looking at the century-old
Serb genocide aimed at changing by force the Albanian presence in Kosova;
NATO’s intervention and international administration, the creation of the



independent state of Kosova, the impact of this development in regional
geopolitics and challenges that accompany it. In this chapter readers éill also
get a picture of the origin and dynamic of the inter-ethnic conflict in
Macedonia, the Ohrid agreement and the challanges that this issue presents
for regional security.

Due to the role it has played in developments in the balkans and its
importance for regional security, the book also looks closly at a number of
other issues, including the religious landscpae in the balkans and its impact
on regional security; minorities and the importance of respecting human
rights; international terrorism and its impact on regional security and
geopolitics; orginized crime as a player &ith experince in regional
developments and the threat it presents to national and regional security.
Chapters in the book put forth the thesis that only the process of euro-atlntic
integration, namely NATO and EU integration of the coutnries of the region,
€ill provide the key to healing the éounds of the region. Special attention is
given to the role of regional cooperation and joint security measures as the
neé security vision for South East Europe. Such measures can be reflectd in
inter-border cooperation, integreated border managment and the role these
measures €ill have on regional security and NATO and EU integration..

One chapter is devoted to analyzing the role played by Russia in the region,
Russia’s relation with and its influence on regional security and geopolitics in
the Balkans. In addition to the issues specifically mentioned above, the book
also examines a great number of other issues that are related to and affect our
national security and regional geopolitics.

In closing, I feel greatly indebted and would like to thank a number of
colleagues and friends. I would like to thank Fredi, Iliri, Krenari, Bujari,
professor Ismet, professor Vasillaq for their advice and encouragement. I
would also like to mention in particular the work carried out by the editor of
this publication, Mr. Nexhat Myftiu as well as the great work carried by my
wife, Aida, who is the first reader, editor and critic of all the chapters in this
book.

The Author
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PART II

CHAPTER X
RELIGIOUS ISSUES IN THE BALKANS

And its Impact on regional Geopolitics and Security

X.1. Religions and their role in the geopolitical developments.

X.2. the Religious dynamics in the Balkans.

X.3. Ottoman rule and the spread of Islam.

X.4. Orthodox and Catholic Churches’ relations &ith the Ottoman State.

X.5. the forced conversation into the orthodox faith of the Albanian
population.

X.6. Extremist sects and regional security.

X.7. Religious issues in Albanian inhabited areas and our national
security.

CHAPTER XI

FREEDOM, SECURITY AND IMPERATIVE FOR RESPECTING
MINORITY RIGHTS IN THE BALKANS. THE ROLE OF MINORITIES IN
THE GEOPOLITICAL SCENE OF SOUTHEAST EUROPE

XL1.  Etymology and meaning of ethnic minorities.

XL2.  Rights and Freedoms of minorities and regional security.

XL3.  Minorities in the Balkans

XL4.  Albania and the issue of ethnic minorities.

XL5.  Greece and the never-recognized ethnic minorities.

XL6.  Montenegro, the Albanian minority and other security issues.

XL7.  Kosova, the international pilot project and representation of
minorities in the state flag.

XL8.  Serbia and efforts to excuse the genocide against minorities.

XL9.  Bosnia and the military guarantees for ethnic minorities.

XL10. Croatia and the Serb ethnic minority.

XL11. Rumania and the Hungarian ethnic minority.

XL12. Bulgaria, main ethnic minority groups and other related security
issues.



CHAPTER XII

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AND ITS IMPACT ON GEOPOLITICS
AND THE SECURITY IN BALKANS

XII.1. The definition of terrorism and international terrorism.

XII.2.  Classification of terrorism

XIL.3.  Factors and causes that influence the spread of terrorism.
XIL.4.  Terrorism in its modern forms, trends and threats to security.
XIL.5.  Terrorism, geopolitics and security.

XII.6.  The Balkans and the terrorist threat.

CHAPTER XIII

ORGANIZED CRIME, A THREAT TO SECURITY IN SOUTHEAST
EUROPE

XIIL1. Definition of the term organized crime in Southeast Europe

XIIL2. the nature of organized crime in the Balkans.

XIL3. Characteristics of Albanian organized crime groups

XIIL4. Factors that contributed to the spread of organized crime groups
XIIL5. Organized crime, an experienced player in regional geopolitics
XIIL6. Organized Crime a threat to national and regional security

XIIL.7. Regional cooperation a must for the fight against organized crime.

CHAPTER XIV

INTER-BORDER COOPERATION, INTEGRATED BORDER
MANAGEMENT, GEOPOLITICS AND REGIONAL SECURITY

XIV.1. Borders, geopolitics and geostrategy.

XIV.2. the concept of integrated border management.

XIV.3. integrated border management and Euro-Atlantic integration and
Security.

CHAPTER XV



REGIONAL COOPERATION AND THE INTRODUCTION OF JOINT
SECURITY MEASURES-A NEE VISION FOR BALKANS SECURITY

XV.1. the Balkans, the past of conflicts and the need for future regional
cooperation

XV.2. Priorities and main initiatives in regional cooperation

XV.3. main areas of cooperation in South east Europe

XV 4. Join Security measures, a new vision of security.

CHAPTER XVI

THE BALKANS AND NATO INTEGRATION,
STAGES, PERSPECTIVES AND CHALLENGES TO REGIONAL
SECURITY

XVL1. NATO and the fundamental task of assuring collective security.
XVIL.2. the Dynamics of NATO strategic concepts

XVI.2. NATO, Southeast Europe and regional security challenges.
XVI3. Albania and NATO integration, Stages and impact on Security.

CHAPTER XVII

THE EU INTEGRATION OF THE BALKANS,
CHALLENGES AND NEE SECURITY PERSPECTIVES

XVIL1. the EU as a new geopolitical European post-war Structure

XVIL2. European Union and the joint security policies

XVIL3. the imperative for the integration of the Balkans into the EU, its stages
and challenges to security.

XVIIL4. Albania’s EU integration.



