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FORWARD
Dear reader,

The writing of any book, however simple that it may be, is the finalization of
not only years of hard work but also the crowing of great emotions
experienced by those who have the great fortune of having their works
assessed by other readers. I am hopeful that this publication will pass the test
of truth, the test of your objective judgment and opinion.

It is several years now that I have worked on writing articles, studies and
books on issues of national and regional security. Following this experience, I
felt for some time the need to write a full work in the field of geopolitics and
security for Southeastern Europe. I hope that the book you hold in your hand
may serve as a key to finding the explanation not only to what has happened
in the Balkans in the past but also to identifying the prognosis about the
future on the basis of multifaceted analyses and studies.

The book has made use of multiple sources and taken under consideration a
number of facts and developments that cast light on geopolitics and intrigues
in the Balkans, the role of the great powers and the international community
in these developments and the place occupied by the Albanian issue in these
developments.

The book will serve as a text for students of political sciences, international
relations and security studies. I am confident that the book will also serve as
an important piece of literature for any one interested in conducting studies
or wanting to learn more about development in the Balkan region.

This publication is divided in 17 chapters that cover specific subjects. Such a
structuring follows not only a logical line but will also be helpful to readers
and researchers. In its current form, the book is also suitable for university
audiences and for teaching.

A whole chapter is devoted to presenting the concepts and a historic
treatment of geopolitics, geo-strategy and security, the evolution of these
concepts and contemporary positions on these subjects. The book then
analyses conflicts in the Balkans, geopolitics and regional security up to the
end of the cold war. The third chapter looks the process of dissolution of
Yugoslavia, the creation of independent states and its impact on the regional
security environment and geopolitics. A special chapter is devoted to the 1997
crises in Albania, the internal and external factors that contributed to it and
the impact it had on our national and regional security.

The fifth, sixth and seventh chapter will acquaint readers with Albanian-
related geopolitical issues in the Balkans. Special consideration is given to the
Albanian national issue and national security policies to resolve it. The book
also analyses the issue of Kosova. It does this by looking at the century-old
Serb genocide aimed at changing by force the Albanian presence in Kosova;
NATO’s intervention and international administration, the creation of the
independent state of Kosova, the impact of this development in regional



geopolitics and challenges that accompany it. In this chapter readers &ill also
get a picture of the origin and dynamic of the inter-ethnic conflict in
Macedonia, the Ohrid agreement and the challanges that this issue presents
for regional security.

Due to the role it has played in developments in the balkans and its
importance for regional security, the book also looks closly at a number of
other issues, including the religious landscpae in the balkans and its impact
on regional security; minorities and the importance of respecting human
rights; international terrorism and its impact on regional security and
geopolitics; orginized crime as a player &ith experince in regional
developments and the threat it presents to national and regional security.
Chapters in the book put forth the thesis that only the process of euro-atlntic
integration, namely NATO and EU integration of the coutnries of the region,
€ill provide the key to healing the éounds of the region. Special attention is
given to the role of regional cooperation and joint security measures as the
neé security vision for South East Europe. Such measures can be reflectd in
inter-border cooperation, integreated border managment and the role these
measures €ill have on regional security and NATO and EU integration..

One chapter is devoted to analyzing the role played by Russia in the region,
Russia’s relation with and its influence on regional security and geopolitics in
the Balkans. In addition to the issues specifically mentioned above, the book
also examines a great number of other issues that are related to and affect our
national security and regional geopolitics.

In closing, I feel greatly indebted and would like to thank a number of
colleagues and friends. I would like to thank Fredi, Iliri, Krenari, Bujari,
professor Ismet, professor Vasillaq for their advice and encouragement. I
would also like to mention in particular the éork carried out by the editor of
this publication, Mr. Nexhat Myftiu as well as the great work carried by my
wife, Aida, who is the first reader, editor and critic of all the chapters in this
book.

The Author
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PART 1

CHAPTER 1
BACKGROUND AND MEANING OF GEOPOLITICS, GEOSTRATEGY,
AND SECURITY.
THE EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT AND CONTEMPORARY VIEWS

L1. Geopolitics. Its definition and field of study.

L.2. Geostrategy, its meaning and relation with geopolitics

L.3. The evolution of positions on geopolitics and geostrategy.

1.4. The main geopolitical schools.

L5. Factors influencing geopolitics and geostrategy

L6. Security, national security, collective security, and public security.

National Security Policies.

CHAPTER II

CONFLICTS IN THE BALKANS, GEOPOLITICS AND REGIONAL
SECURITY UP TO THE END OF COLD WAR

I1.1. “The Balkans” a.k.a. “Southeast Europe”

I1.2. The Treaty of Saint Stephan of March 3, 1878; the Congress of Berlin,
June 13-July 13, 1878; the London Conference, January, 1913; the
impact of these developments on geopolitics and security in
Southeast Europe.

I1.3. WWI, geopolitics and security in the Balkans.

I1.4. The Paris Peace Conference, regional geopolitical and security
changes in between the two world wars.

IL5. The Balkans as an area of significant geostrategic interest for
Germany and Italy.

I1.6. Geopolitical developments in the Balkans during the WW?2.

I1.7. Geopolitical and Security Developments in the Balkans up to the end
of the Cold War

I1.8 The Cold War, Regional geopolitics and Albania.

CHAPTER III
THE DISINTEGRATION OF YUGOSLAVIA, THE CREATION OF

INDEPENDENT STATES AND ITS IMPACT ON THE REGIONAL
SECURITY ENVIRONMENT



II1.1.

II1.2.
I11.3.

I11.4.

II1.5.

IV.1.

IvV.2.

The first Yugoslavia, the interests of the Great power and the role of
this new state in regional security and geopolitics.

The second Yugoslavia, the rise and fall, and its role in the Balkans.
An Obituary to the Second Yugoslavia; factors that accelerated its
dissolution. Its impact on the regional security environment.
Yugoslavia III, the Bosnia crises and the failure of European security
policies.

The impact of these wars on the regional security environment.

CHAPTER IV

1997 CRISES IN ALBANIA
UNDERLYING CAUSES AND ITS IMPACT ON SECURITY

The Crises of 1997. A chronology of events and the fall of the
Albanian state
the factors that lead to the crises of 1997.

IV.2. 1. Domestic factors.
IV.2. 2 -Foreign factors.

IV.3.
V4.

The Albanian Crises, geopolitics and regional security.
The Albanian national Issue and the crises of 1997.

CHAPTER V

THE SERB GENOCIDE IN KOSOVA. THE NATO INTERVENTION AND

V.1.
V.2.
V.3.
V4.
V.5.
V.6.
V.7.
V.8.
V.9

V.10.
V.11

THE INTERNATIONAL ADMINISTRATION OF KOSOVA.

A Kosova free of Albanians, an important part of Serb Strategy for
expansion and domination of the Western Balkans.

the Lifting of Kosova’'s autonomy in, the beginnings of the peaceful
resistance movement and the parallel structures of government.
factors that led to the failure of peaceful resistance. The creation of
the KL.A,,

Kosova, international diplomacy and armed conflict.

the ICTY and the Kosova conflict.

Kosova and the political conflict in Serbia.

Holbrook mission in Belgrade and the failure of the Rambouillet
talks.

the Internationalization of the war in Kosova and NATO intervention
in Yugoslavia. (March 1998 - June 1999).

the “Horseshoe operation” and ethnic cleansing in Kosova.

the dynamic of NATO operations and the end of war in Kosova.
Kosova, a modern protectorate of the United Nations.



V.12

the Kosova War and the introduction of new developments in the
geopolitical situation.

CHAPTER VI

THE CREATION OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF KOSOVA. THE
NEW ALBANIAN GEOPOLITICAL SITUATION IN THE BALKANS.

VI1.
VI.2.
VI.3.

Kosova, the status quo and regional security

Kosova in the trap of options

the Status of Kosova amidst Serb propaganda of religious war and
islamophobia

VI1.4. Russia and its role in the negotiations over Kosova.
VL5. Kosova, a sui-generis case and why its independence does not

undermine the international order.

VI.6. the independence of Kosova and the tectonic development on Balkans

geopolitics

VI.7. the Ahtisari plan and the proclamation of the Kosova independence

CHAPTER VII

THE INTER-ETHNIC CONFLICT IN MACEDONIA,

THE OHRID AGREEMENT AND THE SECURITY CHALLENGES

VIIL1.
VIIL.2.
VIIL3.
VIIL.4.

VIL5.
VIL.6
VIL.7.
VIL.8.

the geography of Macedonia

the geopolitics of the Albanians of Macedonia

the historical dimension of the inter-ethnic conflict

Inter-ethnic relations following the independence of Macedonia. The
threats to its security

Macedonia’s geopolitical environment 2000-2001

The K.L.A. and the conflict of 2001

the Albanian-Macedonian agreement of Ohrid

the implementation of the Ohrid agreement and the future of
Macedonia.

CHAPTER VIII

THE ALBANIAN NATIONAL ISSUE AND REGIONAL GEOPOLITICS;

OUR NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY

VIIL.1. the Albanian geography in the Balkans.
VIIL2. the Albanian renaissance and regional

geopolitics.



VIIL.4. the Albanian national issue amidst the Greek “Megali Idea” and Serb
“Nacertania” (Greater Serbia).

VIIL.5. the Albanian national movement, and the proclamation of
independence.

VIIL6. the Albanian national issues between the two WW.

VIIL.7. WW2 and the Albanians.

VIIL8. the Cold War and the frozen Albanian National Issue.

VIIL9. the Dissolution of Yugoslavia, the Ohrid Agreement and the
reinvigoration of the Albanian national Issue.

VIIL.10. national Security Policies and the Albanian National Issue.

CHAPTER IX

RUSSIA, THE ROLE PLAYED IN THE GEOPOLITICS AND SECURITY
IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE.

XV.1. Russia and geopolitics in the region during the Ottoman Rule

XV.2.  the Russian influence on regional geopolitics up to the conclusion of
WW2

XV.3. the relations of USSR with the region during the Cold War period

XV 4. the disintegration of USSR and regional geopolitics.

XV.5. the Balkans and Russian Oil funded geopolitics

XV.6. Russia and the Albanians



